Ranking Claims


Which of the following statements best fulfill the qualities of a good claim? Rank each of the following claims on a scale of 1 to 5 depending on how well suited they seem to an academic essay (1=not at all suited, 5=very well suited). Identify the claims topic, opinion and why by color coding the highlights to represent one for each. Example yellow= topic, green= opinion, pink= the why.
Remember the qualities of a good claim that we have just been discussing:


A truly good claim is specific, reasonable, rich and thoughtful. It is debatable.
1) The shower scene in “Psycho” is one of the scariest scenes ever to be included in a movie.


Ranking: ____

2) What makes the shower scene in “Psycho” truly horrifying, rather than merely scary or unsettling, is not its visuals but its use of Bernard Herrmann’s music.


Ranking: ____

3) By carefully analyzing the way the shower scene in “Psycho” uses music and editing techniques, one can better understand the plot of the movie.


Ranking: ____

4) Hitchcock used over thirty camera shots to convey Marion’s murder in “Psycho”. 


Ranking: ____

5) Bernard Herrmann’s piercing music and Alfred Hitchcock’s frantic editing during the shower scene in “Psycho” combine to produce a violent reaction in viewers that plays a large role in how they go about interpreting the rest of the film. 


Ranking: ____

6) Without music, the shower scene in “Psycho” would not seem at all realistic and thus would not be frightening.


Ranking: ____

